
A recent systematic review was published in the American Biology Teacher showing the pedagogical value of 
non-animal methods versus animal dissection. Animalearn Director Nicole Green was a contributor to this 
research, along with a cohort of other animal protection groups, which reviewed studies published from 2005-2020.

Below is a brief overview of the findings from this research. The full article is only available to members of the 
National Association of Biology Teachers (NABT). 

Our data show that in 95% (19/20) of studies students do just as well, and in most cases better, when they use Our data show that in 95% (19/20) of studies students do just as well, and in most cases better, when they use 
non-animal methods compared to dissection. These data demonstrate that, in most instances, science education 
goals can be achieved using non-animal methods. To achieve proper implementation of the Three Rs principle of 
Replacement, we recommend that when there is evidence that non-animal teaching methods can help students 
meet their learning goals, they should be used in place of animal dissection. 

New Study Shows that Alternatives Are Effective Learning 
Tools Compared to Animal Dissection
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